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Christingle Service

St Mary’s, Arlingham
December 11th 2016

  3.30pm

The Meaning of Christingle
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The orange represents the world
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The red ribbon indicates God’s love
wrapped around the world and the blood

Christ shed on the cross..

[image: image5.png]



The dried fruits and sweets are symbols of

God’s creation. For many people, they also

represent the four seasons.
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The lit candle symbolises Jesus, the light of

the world, who brings hope to people living in

darkness.

The story of the Christingle is that there were three children,

who were very poor, but wanted to give a gift to Jesus, like

the other families at church were doing. The only nice thing

they had was an orange, so they decided to give him that.

The top was going slightly green, so the eldest cut it out and

put a candle in the hole. They thought it looked dull, so the

youngest girl took her best red ribbon from her hair and

attached it round the middle with toothpicks. The middle

child had the idea to put a few pieces of dried fruit on the

ends of the sticks. They took it to the church for the

Christmas service, and whereas the other children sneered

at their meagre gift, the priest took their gift and showed it as

an example of true understanding of the meaning of

Christmas.

Minister Welcome



Hymn


Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning,


Give me oil in my lamp, I pray.


Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning,


Keep me burning till the break of day.


Refrain:


Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, 


Sing hosanna to the King of kings! 


Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, 


Sing hosanna to the King.


Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, 


Give me joy in my heart, I pray, 


Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, 


Keep me praising till the break of day.


Refrain:


Give me love in my heart, keep me serving, 


Give me love in my heart, I pray; 


Give me love in my heart, keep me serving, 


Keep me serving till the break of day.


Refrain:
Opening response
Minister
Today we remember that the world was once 

in darkness. But now we can joyfully celebrate 

because a light has come that can never be 

put out, and we have been promised that one 

day there will 
be no more darkness.
All 
Jesus has defeated darkness
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Minister
Jesus Christ, light of the world,

All
Lead us out of darkness, to be children 
of your light.

Minister
Jesus Christ, who shines the light of love into 

our lives,
All
Lead us out of darkness, to be children of 

your light.


Minister
Jesus Christ, who calls us to follow the way of light,
All
Lead us out of darkness, to be children of 

your light.

Minister
Jesus Christ, who calls us to lay down our 

lives to help bring light to children in dark 


situations,
All
Lead us out of darkness, to be children of 

your light.
Minister
Loving Jesus, who led us out of darkness so 

we can become children of light, give us the 

brightness to shine in the world, the 


commitment to follow your light and the 


courage to face dark situations so that all can 


become children of your light. We make this 

prayer in your name. 

All
Amen.

Hymn

O little town of Bethlehem

How still we see thee lie

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep

The silent stars go by

Yet in thy dark streets shineth

The everlasting Light

The hopes and fears of all the years

Are met in thee tonight


How silently, how silently

The wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts

The blessings of His heaven.

No ear may hear His coming,

But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive him still,

The dear Christ enters in.


O holy Child of Bethlehem

Descend to us, we pray

Cast out our sin and enter in

Be born in us today

We hear the Christmas angels

The great glad tidings tell

O come to us, abide with us

Our Lord Emmanuel.  
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The Word of God    Luke 2:8-20 (CEV)
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The Shepherds visit the manger
On the night that Jesus was born, in the fields near

Bethlehem, some shepherds were guarding their sheep. All

at once an angel came down to them from the Lord, and the

brightness of the Lord’s glory flashed around them. The

shepherds were frightened. But the angel said, “Don’t be

afraid! I have good news for you, which will make everyone

happy. This very day in King David’s hometown a Saviour
was born for you. He is Christ the Lord. You will know who

he is, because you will find him wrapped him in strips of

cloth and lying on a bed of hay.”
Suddenly many other angels came down from heaven and

joined in praising God. They said:
“Praise God in heaven! Peace on earth to everyone

who pleases God.”
After the angels had left and gone back to heaven, the

shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and

see what the Lord has told us about.” 
They hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and they saw

the baby lying on a bed of hay.

When the shepherds saw Jesus, they told his parents what

the angel had said about him. Everyone listened and was

surprised. But Mary kept thinking about all this and

wondering what it meant.

 As the shepherds returned to their sheep, they were

praising God and saying wonderful things about him.

Everything they had seen and heard was just as the angel

had said.
Reader
This is the word of the Lord

All
            Thanks be to God
Minister            
Talk                   
The offering of gifts
The collection for the work of the Children’s Society is taken during this hymn

Carol
Once in royal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor and mean and lowly
lived on earth our Saviour holy.

For he is our childhood’s pattern,
day by day like us he grew,
he was little, weak, and helpless,
tears and smiles like us he knew;
and he feeleth for our sadness,
and he shareth in our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love;
for that Child so dear and gentle
is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on
to the place where he is gone.
The gifts are offered with these words
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Generous God we thank you for The Children’s 
Society. Bless these gifts we offer to help them in 
their work. Grant your wisdom to them so that these 
gifts might express your love to children who so 
desperately need it. Amen
We pray


Minister
Lord Jesus, who came to a world in darkness, we lift to you all who are scared, lonely, sad or unwell – particularly those we know, and those who are children. Comfort them, protect them and surround them with people who will love and help them.


Lord Jesus,

All
hear our prayer.

Minister
Lord Jesus, who is the light of the world, we lift to you all who seek to lead children in the way of love – particularly teachers, parents, and all those who work with young people in churches and communities. 
Give them wisdom, energy, patience, and above all love. 


Lord Jesus,

All
hear our prayer.

Minister
Lord Jesus, who gives good gifts through creation, 
we lift to you everyone who cannot share in these 
gifts, the joy of home, the love of families, the 
company of friends. We pray especially for children 
who have runaway and are alone and unsafe at this 
time. Have mercy on them generous God and stir us 
up so that we might be generous too.

Lord Jesus,

All
hear our prayer.

Minister
Lord Jesus, who loved us so much he gave his life to save us, we lift to you all who work so hard to help children in our country who are desperately in need  particularly those who work for The Children’s Society’s projects. Help them practically, emotionally, and spiritually, so they can continue to do this important work.


Lord Jesus,

All
hear our prayer.


The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among 

us, as 
our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
All
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 

done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen
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Choir       
The Choir of
 Lakefield Church of England Primary School will sing.
The lighting and presentation of Christingles
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Children may come forward to receive a Christingle. 

Remain in the aisles for the blessing of the Christingles and for singing Away in a Manger.
Minister
Dear Father God, may these Christingles help 

us to know your love. By your Spirit lead us to 

love and care for others so that they may 


know the light of your love, too, in Jesus' name.
All 

Amen
Carol

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,


the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;


the stars in the bright sky 

looked down where he lay,


the little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay.


The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,


but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.


I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,


and stay by my bedside till morning is nigh.


Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay


close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.


Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,


and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.
The Blessing
Minister
May the light of the world shine on you and all 

you meet. 


May the love of God circle round you and all you help. 


May the goodness of God lead you to follow 

Jesus’ generous example everywhere you go 

from this place.


And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, 

the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you 

and remain with you always. 
All
Amen.
The children return to their seats for the final carol.
Carol


O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

come, and behold him, born the King of angels;
Refrain:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.


See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw near to gaze;
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps:


Refrain



Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;

glory to God, glory in the highest:

 
Refrain

Dismissal
Minister 
Go in the light and peace of Christ.

All 
Thanks be to God.

The Children’ Society
The Children’s Society helps change children’s stories,

working towards a country where all children are free from

disadvantage.

Every year, we work directly with more and more of the most

disadvantaged children. We do this through our extensive

network of frontline services, supported by an army of

volunteers. Together, we tackle child poverty and neglect

head on, from helping families trapped in debt, child

runaways and young carers, to stopping child sexual exploitation.

We are brave in our actions: uncovering desperate

situations, exposing injustice and addressing hard truths to

improve children’s lives. Through our ambitious campaigns

and determination to put children at the centre,

we challenge misconceptions, change attitudes and

influence government policy.

Since the day we were founded we’ve been at the forefront

of pioneering change for children. We opened the UK’s first

residential children’s care home and first safe house for

runaways. We were instrumental in securing free school

meals for all infant school children living in poverty.

Today, as always, we are ambitious for all children. We are

determined, through our campaigning, commitment and

care, to give every child the greatest possible chance in life.
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