They will introduce the idea of Christian giving as part of our walk
with God with regular simple teaching over a period of weeks.
This will lead to a gentle invitation to support the life of the church
by giving regularly and realistically.
There is a suite of resources including PCC guide-book and sermons
etc. to give a complete programme to talk about realistic Christian
giving as part of being a disciple. Plus there are templates to produce
all the materials needed to make this programme work.
Once again, these tools are adaptable for local situations.

Stage Three – Encouraging ‘proportionate’ giving

This ﬁnal set of resources offers a traditional ‘three Sunday programme’
aimed at those already on the path of discipleship or at a stage of
Christian development where they are more open to the idea of
proportionate Christian giving being part of their commitment to God.
These resources include a range of materials for local production as
well as a handbook for those leading the programme, a presentation to
the PCC, templates for the PCC to use to set their vision and budget,
sermons and PowerPoints for use in worship and other supporting
materials.
Each of these tools has a speciﬁc purpose, but elements can be
combined to build a bespoke programme best suited to your local
situation after discussion together.

How to access the Toolbox?
The place to start is to contact Mike Smith – Christian Giving
Coordinator at the Diocese of Gloucester on 07840 260182
or msmith@glosdioc.org.uk for an initial conversation.
Mike will arrange to meet up to discuss your ideas in more
detail and begin to help you plan the best approach to raising
the proﬁle of Christian giving within your parish or beneﬁce.

Practical help to raise planned
giving within a parish or beneﬁce

The Giving Toolbox is both a process
and a set of resources to help
you begin, continue or develop
a conversation around the place
of Christian giving in the life of
your church or beneﬁce.
But what is it about money that always
stirs emotions when it is discussed in a
Church context - and not always positive
ones? Maybe that is because most of the
time the context is often the lack of it!
Yet it is a subject at the heart of the Bible from the Old to the
New Testament.
In the Old Testament the idea of tithing (giving the ﬁrst 10% of
everything as a thanks offering to God) was simply part and parcel
of everyday life and worship.
In the New Testament it is a subject visited by Jesus on many occasions,
often questioning what should be our relationship to our wealth.
11 out of 39 parables are linked to the subject.
By the time of Paul and the growing Church, things have moved on
to a new idea - that of mutual support (not dissimilar to the idea of
parish share).
Throughout the bible, the idea of offering from our riches in response
to God’s great love and generosity is a fundamental part of being
a disciple.
We all come to an understanding of the importance of the relationship
between our giving and our walk with God at different speeds and
times in our lives.
The Giving Toolbox has been developed to help everyone come
to a deeper understanding of that relationship.

The process

If you are serious about exploring the place of Christian giving within
the life of the Church, then the starting place is a conversation with
one of the Christian Giving Team.
We will then meet with you to discuss what you have in mind.
We will also look at some of the ﬁnancial background to your parish
or beneﬁce in order to determine what might be needed to help
people take a further step along the journey of discipleship.
Once we have had that initial meeting we can then advise which of
the current resources (or hybrid of more than one) we believe will be
most effective and begin the process of putting together a possible
programme within your parish or beneﬁce. Together we will identify
the right tool for the job.

The tools

Stage One – Encouraging ‘regular’ giving

This is a two-stage tool which aims to encourage people to consider
regular giving. The ﬁrst stage reaches out to the local community to
encourage support for the church. The second stage includes basic
Christian teaching for the local congregation.
For those in the early steps of their journey this is a good place to start.
The resources for this stage include a full guide to running a
programme, templates for invitation letters etc., plus a presentation
and script for reaching out to the local community and teaching
materials (sermon etc.) for use in church.
All these bits of the toolbox can be adapted for local context.

Stage Two - Encouraging ‘realistic’ giving

This set of tools is to help parishes begin a discussion on giving as part
of Christian life and introduce this concept to those further along the
pathway of discipleship.

